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ensuring that we help all of those in
need.

In fact, this effort goes hand in hand
with my long-standing support for a
strong and effective foreign aid budget
for the United States as an essential
tool in helping lift these countries out
of poverty and put them on the path to
economic prosperity and political sta-
bility.

Especially in these difficult fiscal
times, however, humanitarian and de-
velopment assistance should not be the
sum total of our efforts.

Make no mistake: these programs
help stabilize poor and war-torn coun-
tries, save lives, and lay the foundation
for future prosperity.

Yet, the key for sustained growth,
jobs, and rising standards of living will
be the ability of each of these countries
to create vital export industries to
compete in a free and open global mar-
ketplace.

It is clear that the textile and ap-
parel industries in many of the Asia-
South Pacific countries in this bill are
those industries that hold out the best
hope for export growth.

We should help these countries help
themselves by opening the U.S. market
to their exports as we have done for
other developing countries in the past.

By doing so, we will demonstrate the
best of American values: reaching out
to neighbors in need and helping them
to stand on their own two feet.

We will also help ourselves.

First, as these countries become
more prosperous, we will see new op-
portunities for our own exports in their
growing markets.

This, in turn, will create jobs and
economic growth in our own country.

But if we maintain high tariffs on
imports from the Asia-South Pacific
countries, those opportunities will
likely go to the European Union and
other developed countries that already
have trade preference programs for
these countries.

We should not put ourselves at such a
disadvantage.

Second, as the Asia-South Pacific
countries become more stable politi-
cally, we will help protect U.S. na-
tional security interests by preventing
failed states which could become breed-
ing grounds for terror.

There is no doubt in my mind that
the cost of lowering tariffs on the im-
ports of textile and apparel products
from the Asia-South Pacific countries
is far less than any military interven-
tion.

We will also help ourselves by secur-
ing partners in the fight against global
threats such as terrorism, climate
change, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and
the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction.

U.S. leadership is essential in those
efforts. But they require a global, mul-
tilateral response. As these countries
grow, they can assume a larger role
and contribute more effectively.

When it comes to our national secu-
rity, every bit of assistance helps.
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Finally, at a time of economic uncer-
tainty, by eliminating tariffs on im-
ports from the Asia-South Pacific
countries, this bill will help lower
prices for the American consumers and
provide them with more options.

It will also help the 3 million Amer-
ican workers whose jobs depend on ap-
parel imports.

There is no doubt in my mind that
the Asia-South Pacific Trade Pref-
erences Act is a win-win for the U.S.
and the Asia-South Pacific countries.

Now, let me address some of the con-
cerns that may be raised about this
bill.

First, many of the Asia-South Pacific
countries have struggled in the past
with corruption, a lack of democracy,
human rights abuses, and the absence
of rule of law.

Some may ask: why reward these
countries with a trade preference pro-
gram?

Make no mistake. These countries
will not automatically receive the
trade benefits provided by this legisla-
tion.

This legislation has been drafted to
ensure that the benefits are granted on
a performance-driven basis.

That is, to be eligible, a beneficiary
country must demonstrate that it is
making continual progress toward es-
tablishing rule of law, political plu-
ralism, the right to due process, and a
market-based economy that protects
private property rights.

So, this legislation would help pro-
mote democracy, human rights, and
the rule of law while sustaining vital
export industries and creating employ-
ment opportunities.

The beneficiary countries have a
clear incentive to stay on the right
path or they will lose the benefits of
this bill.

If we ignore any problems, we will
sustain the status quo and our efforts
will fail.

Finally, whenever we discuss the cre-
ation of a new trade preference pro-
gram, understandable concerns are
raised about the impact on domestic
manufacturers.

If this bill becomes law, however, the
impact on U.S. jobs will be minimal.

Currently, the beneficiary countries
under this legislation account for only
4 percent of U.S. textile and apparel
imports, compared to 24 percent for
China, and 72 percent for the rest of the
world.

These countries will continue to be
small players in the U.S. market, but
the benefits of this legislation will
have a major impact on their export
economies.

By passing this legislation we will
have an opportunity to change lives,
protect our national security interests,
and help the American consumer. We
should seize this opportunity.

I respectfully ask for the support of
all my colleagues for this important
initiative.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 63—ENCOUR-
AGING THE NAVY TO COMMIS-
SION THE USS SOMERSET (LPD-
25) IN PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYL-
VANIA

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services:

S. REs. 63

Whereas the USS Somerset (LPD-25) is the
ninth and newest amphibious transport dock
ship in the San Antonio class;

Whereas the USS Somerset honors the pas-
sengers of United Airlines Flight 93 whose
actions prevented terrorist hijackers from
reaching their intended target, forcing the
aircraft to crash in Somerset County, Penn-
sylvania, on September 11, 2001;

Whereas, in the words of former Secretary
of the Navy Gordon England, ‘“The courage
and heroism of the people aboard the flight
will never be forgotten and USS Somerset
will leave a legacy that will never be forgot-
ten by those wishing to do harm to this
country.”’;

Whereas the USS Somerset joins the USS
New York (LPD-21) and the USS Arlington
(LPD-24) in remembering the heroes of Sep-
tember 11, 2001;

Whereas the USS Somerset was christened
in July 2012 and will be commissioned when
it is put in active service;

Whereas the Navy has cleared Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, as a potential site for
the commissioning ceremony of the USS
Somerset; and

Whereas Philadelphia is one of the closest
ports to Somerset County, and it would be
fitting that the commissioning ceremony be
held there: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate encourages the
Navy to commission the USS Somerset
(LPD-25) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 64—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY COM-
MITTEES OF THE SENATE FOR
THE PERIOD MARCH 1, 2013,
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Rules and Administration; which
was placed on the calendar:

S. RES. 64

Resolved,

SECTION 1. AGGREGATE AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of carrying
out the powers, duties, and functions under
the Standing Rules of the Senate, and under
the appropriate authorizing resolutions of
the Senate there is authorized for the period
March 1, 2013, through September 30, 2013, in
the aggregate of $62,295,795, in accordance
with the provisions of this resolution, for
standing committees of the Senate, the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging, the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, and the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized such sums as may be necessary for
agency contributions related to the com-
pensation of employees of the committees
for the period March 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2013, to be paid from the appro-
priations account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries
and Investigations’ of the Senate.

SEC. 2. COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRI-
TION, AND FORESTRY.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—In carrying out

its powers, duties, and functions under the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-26T14:57:08-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




